BFP B2 LO8 Stayman

Board 1 a Q104
North Deals vQ7
None Vul ¢+ A843
»«A1065
a K73 N AaJ82
v983 W E v K1054
¢ J107 S ¢ K52
«*QJ92 s K84
N%Egy A 12
vAl62
523232 L q96 7
W----- ® 73
West North East South
1INT Pass 2%
Pass 2¢ Pass 2NT
All pass

Opener has 12 HCP and a balanced hand.

Responder has 11 HCP and four cards in both hearts and
spades and so uses Stayman for a game try.

Opener has less than four cards in both majors and so gives
the negative response.

Responder then re-bids NT as there is no major suit fit.

Responder cannot be certain of game, and so bids NT at the
invitational 2 level.

Opener declines the invitation to game by passing.

© Free for anyone to use, a credit would be nice.
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BFP B2 L08 Stayman

Board 2 A 10872
East Deals vQ87
N-S Vul ¢A76

% K93

A Q643 N a Al
vAl065 vKI4
¢ K10 S ¢ J932
854 «QJ72

~evaN & K95 0
N ----- v932
S - - - - - 9 13
E 22222 ¢Q854 9
W21221 & A106
West North East South
INT All pass

Opener has 13 HCP and a balanced hand.

Responder has four cards in both hearts and spades but only 9
HCP.

With a maximum of 23 HCP between the two hands there is no
game available.

Stayman would only confuse partner and possibly lead to
bidding too high.

© Free for anyone to use, a credit would be nice.
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BFP B2 L08 Stayman

Board 3 AaAQ54
South Deals vQ9
E-W Vul ¢ 9754
& A103
AaJ63 N a 108
v]10642 W vK875
¢ AQ6 S ¢+ K108
76 % J984
N;;vgl;l A K972 12
- v A3
E%%i?% ¢+ 132 8137
W--1-- «KQ52
West North East South
1NT
Pass 2% Pass 24
Pass 3a Pass 4 a
All pass

Opener has 13 HCP and a balanced hand.

Responder has 12 HCP and four cards in spades and so uses
Stayman for a game try.

Opener has four cards in spades and so bids spades at the two
level.

With 12 HCP, responder invites game with a bid of 3. With a
good looking 13, opener bids the game.

This bidding is not wrong, and more often than not the game
will be there. But this time the cards don't sit well for declarer
and it should be one down.

© Free for anyone to use, a credit would be nice.
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BFP B2 LO8 Stayman

Board 4 A 9842

West Deals vJ]8

Both Vul ¢ J43
«Al1065

a K53 N a Al
vA753 v Q1092
¢ A97 3 ¢ Q1085
«Q74 «» KJ2

sevalN aQ1076

N ----- vK64

S - - - - - 13 13

E 34423 *K62 8
W34422 %983

West North East South
INT Pass 2% Pass
2v Pass 4w All pass

Opener has 13HCP and a balanced hand.

Responder has 13 HCP and four cards in hearts and so uses
Stayman for a game try.

Opener has four cards in hearts and so bids hearts at the two
level.

Responder then bids game with 13 HCP. This time the cards
behave, and it should make.

© Free for anyone to use, a credit would be nice.
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BFP B2 LO8 Stayman

Board 5 aAlJO7
North Deals vQJ53
N-S Vul ¢ K85
% 106
A 864 N a Q102
vA984 v K2
¢ J3 S ¢+ Q1064
* Q972 1843
N%ggg K>3 11
- v1076
5 3333 Lp972 )0
W ----- & AK5
West North East South
1INT Pass 2%
Pass 2¢ Pass 2NT
Pass 3NT All pass

Opener has 14 HCP and a balanced hand.

Responder has 11 HCP and four cards in both hearts and
spades and so uses Stayman for a game try.

Opener has less than four cards in both majors and so gives
the negative response.

Responder then re-bids NT as there is no major suit fit.

Responder cannot be certain of game, and so bids NT at the
invitational 2 level.

With 14 HCP Opener accepts the invitation to game by bidding
3NT.

© Free for anyone to use, a credit would be nice.
www.bridgeforpleasure.co.uk Tuesday, March 21, 2023



BFP B2 LO8 Stayman

Board 6 AaJ1086
East Deals vA853
E-W Vul ¢ ]
«A875
AaAQ94 N a K2
vQ962 E vKJ]74
¢ KQ53 S ¢ A1097
%9 e K62
sevaN a753 10
s il vl 13 14
E -3522 *8642 3
W -3522 «QJ1043
West North East South
1NT Pass
2 & Pass 2v Pass
4e All pass

Opener has 14 HCP and a balanced hand.

Responder has 13 HCP and four cards in hearts and so uses
Stayman for a game try.

Opener has four cards in hearts and so bids hearts at the two
level.

Responder then bids game with 13 HCP.

The trump split is 4:1, so declarer must abandon clearing them
and make some tricks by trumping clubs in dummy.

© Free for anyone to use, a credit would be nice.
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BFP B2 LO8 Stayman

Board 7 AaJ8542

South Deals vQJ62

Both Vul ¢+ 6
K42

A 10963 N a AK
v83 v975
¢ A10832 S ¢+ KJ54
A9 %« 10765

sevaN aQ7

g'%:-’;:: v AK10 4 3711

E -4--2 *Q97 14

W-4--2 «QJ83

West North East South
1NT

Pass 2 & Pass 2v

All pass

An unusual case where you can use Stayman even though
there’s no game on.

South opens 1 NT. With 7 HCP North knows there’s no game.

But he has five spades and four hearts. A weak take out into
spades will skip the chance that partner has four hearts.

So North inquires with Stayman.
Partner shows four hearts and North passes to keep it low.
If partner had shown 4 spades, North would have passed.

(What if partner denied four of either major? North bids 2 a
showing a weak hand with five spades (and four hearts) a
“delayed” weak take out. Opener must recognise this sequence
and pass.)

© Free for anyone to use, a credit would be nice.
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Board 8
West Deals
None Vul

BFP B2 LO8 Stayman

aA97

v9752

¢ KQJ105

A3
aA854 N A KQ63
v K83 vAl1l06
¢ A642 S ¢ 93
& K5 « Q1096

sevaN a1102 10

s Il ovQIe T
E 22142 ¢87 5
W?22142 «18742
West North East South
1NT Pass 2 & Pass
24 Pass 34 Pass
4 s All pass

Opener has 14 HCP and a balanced hand.

Responder has 11 HCP and four cards in spades and so uses
Stayman for a game try.

Opener has four cards in spades and so bids spades at the two

level.

Responder then makes an invitational bid of three. With
maximum points Responder raises to game in spades.

© Free for anyone to use, a credit would be nice.
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