
 BC L02 When Opponents Overcall  COMMENTARY 
 

                            © Nicky Bainbridge Feb-21 Free for anyone to use, a credit would be nice. 
www.bridgeforpleasure.co.uk Page 1 of 4    Last saved by Rugby Village Bridge Club 25 February 2021 

 A K 10 7 6 
 K J 7 6 
 9 
 Q J 10 

 Q 9 8  5 4 3 
 5 4 3 2  A 8 
 8 7 6 5  4 3 2 
 5 2  A K 9 8 7 

 J 2 
 Q 10 9 
 A K Q J 10 
 6 4 3 
 

HCP  Makeable contracts 
         NT 
 14   N 2 3 3 3 4 
2  11  S 2 3 3 3 4 
 13   E - - - - - 
    W - - - - - 

 

 

Board 1: Dealer North: Love all 

West North East South 
 1 2 2 
Pass 2 Pass 3 
Pass 3NT All Pass 
 
When East overcalls North’s 1 opener with 2, 
South can respond 2 showing a 5-card suit and 
forcing for one round. North rebids 2 to show 
12-14 HCP with at least 5 spades and at least 4 
hearts. South is still not sure about the final 
contract, so he rebids 3, a directional asking 
bid. North now bids 3NT to show a stopper in 
clubs and that is the final contract. 
There are 7 top tricks: 2 in spades, and 5 in 
diamonds. Clubs will provide one more trick, and 
the only way is to get a ninth trick is to risk the 
spade finesse because the bidding suggests that 
East almost certainly holds A. 
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 Q 9 8 
 5 4 3 2 
 8 7 6 5 
 Q 10 

 J 2  A K 10 7 6 
 Q 10 9  K J 7 6 
 A K Q J 10  9 
 6 4 3  J 5 2 

 5 4 3 
 A 8 
 4 3 2 
 A K 9 8 7 
 

HCP  Makeable contracts 
         NT 
 4   N - - - - - 

13  12  S - - - - - 
 11   E 1 3 3 3 1 
    W 1 3 3 3 1 

 

 

Board 2: Dealer East: NS vulnerable 

West North East South 
  1 2 
2 Pass 2 Pass 
3 Pass 3 All Pass 
 
When South overcalls East’s 1 opener with 2, 
West can respond 2 showing a 5-card suit and 
forcing for one round.  
 
East rebids 2 to show 12-14 HCP with at least 5 
spades and at least 4 hearts. West is still not 
sure about the final contract, so rebids 3, a 
directional asking bid. East doesn’t have a club 
stopper, so he can only repeat his spades. 
 
South leads A, K and 9 when North plays 
Q. A club ruff by North and a heart lead back to 
South’s A holds declarer to nine tricks. 
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 Q J 9 
 9 8 4 
 9 6 2 
 A 9 6 3 

 A 10 7 5 2  4 3 
 7 3  A 10 2 
 Q 10  K 8 3 
 Q J 4 2  K 10 8 7 5 

 K 8 6 
 K Q J 6 5 
 A J 7 5 4 
 - 
 

HCP  Makeable contracts 
         NT 
 7   N - 3 2 - - 
9  10  S - 3 2 - - 
 14   E 3 - - 1 - 
    W 3 - - 1 - 

 

 

Board 3: Dealer South: EW vulnerable 

West North East South 
   1 
1 1NT Pass 2 
Pass 2 All Pass 
 
North’s 1NT shows 6-9HCP and a spade stop. 
 
With a very unbalanced hand South shows the 
second suit and North gives preference for 
hearts. 
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 K J 8 6 4 
 7 4 
 J 5 
 A 8 6 5 

 A 10 9 2  Q 7 5 
 Q J 10 9 3  K 8 
 A K 8 7  9 6 3 2 
 -  K Q 4 3 

 3 
 A 6 5 2 
 Q 10 4 
 J 10 9 7 2 
 

HCP  Makeable contracts 
         NT 
 9   N 1 - - - - 

14  10  S 1 - - - - 
 7   E - 4 3 3 3 
    W - 4 3 3 3 

 

 

Board 4: Dealer West: All vulnerable 

West North East South 
1 1 Dbl Pass 
2 Pass 2NT Pass 
3NT All Pass 
 
East’s negative double shows the other two suits. 
 
West calls his second suit, diamonds. With 10 
HCPs and a good club suit East re-bids 2NT. 
 
West should take a chance on game. 
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 K J 5 3 
 A K J 6 3 
 Q 4 2 
 5 

 Q 7  A 10 9 8 4 
 10 8 4  7 
 J 6 5 3  K 10 9 
 10 9 4 3  A 7 6 2 

 6 2 
 Q 9 5 2 
 A 8 7 
 K Q J 8 

HCP  Makeable contracts 
         NT 
 14   N 2 1 4 2 3 
3  11  S - 1 4 1 2 
 12   E - - - - - 
    W - - - - - 

 

 
Board 5 : Dealer North : NS vulnerable 
 
West North East South 
 1 1 2 
Pass 4 All Pass 
 
East’s spade suit isn’t the greatest, but the hand 
has 11 HCPs. 
 
With a four-card heart suit and 12 HCPs, South 
has an interest in game. The unassuming cue bid 
of East’s spades (alerted by North) shows the fit 
and the points for game. 
 
With no outside aces and an opening hand in the 
weaker end of the range, North raises to game.  
 
With a bit more, it might have been worth 
bidding on. 
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 K Q 7 5 3 
 Q 8 
 Q 7 5 
 9 4 2 

 10  8 4 
 K 7 3 2  A 10 9 5 4 
 K 9 8 6  A J 10 2 
 Q J 6 5  A 8 

 A J 9 6 2 
 J 6 
 4 3 
 K 10 7 3 
 

HCP  Makeable contracts 
         NT 
 9   N - - - 1 - 
9  13  S - - - 1 - 
 9   E 2 5 5 - 2 
    W 2 5 5 - 2 

 

 

Board 6: Dealer East: EW vulnerable 

West North East South 
  1 1 
4 All Pass 
 
After the interference by South, West makes a 
“stretch bid” to discourage North from 
responding. 
 
West has only 9 HCP, but they are well placed. 
He can add value for the singleton in the enemy 
suit, making the normal response 3 and then 
“borrows a King” for the stretch. 
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 10 5 2 
 K 9 8 5 
 J 8 5 2 
 A J 

 A J 9 7 6  K Q 8 
 10  J 3 2 
 9 7 4  K 6 
 K 9 4 2  10 8 7 6 3 

 4 3 
 A Q 7 6 4 
 A Q 10 3 
 Q 5 
 

HCP  Makeable contracts 
         NT 
 9   N - 5 5 - 2 
8  9  S - 5 5 - 2 
 14   E 2 - - 2 - 
    W 2 - - 2 - 

 

 

Board 7: Dealer South: All vulnerable 

West North East South 
   1 
1 3 All Pass 
 
 
After the interference by West, North makes a 
stretch bid. 
 
It’s 9 HCPs, but at least one of the Jacks is 
probably useless. The normal response would be 
2, but “North borrows a King” for the stretch to 
3. 
 
 
 
 
 
. 
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 Q J 6 5 2 
 K J 8 6 
 K 2 
 Q 4 

 A 10 3  K 8 7 
 A 9 7 5 3  4 2 
 A Q 7  J 10 9 8 
 9 2  A K 10 5 

 9 4 
 Q 10 
 6 5 4 3 
 J 8 7 6 3 
 

HCP  Makeable contracts 
         NT 
 12   N - - - - - 

14  11  S - - - - - 
 3   E 2 4 3 1 3 
    W 2 4 3 1 3 

 

 

Board 8: Dealer West: Love all 

West North East South 
1 1 2NT Pass 
3NT All Pass 
 
After the spade bid from North, East shows a 
balanced hand with less than three hearts and 
11-12 HCPs with 2NT. 
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